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'  Tyenty years ago,; in April
Qﬁ 1959, the first issue of =RG
; apveared, I little thought
: when writing my first brief
TRGITORL.L that not only would ERG still be appearing in 1979, but that by

then it sould have become Britain's oldest regular quarterly. One or two
fanzines started ecarlicr (VAGARY, SCOTTISHE, and TRIODE), but afe no longer
on regular schedules. Given good luck, good health and a following wind, I
can now start in on the next twenbty years, -
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Tn 211 that time, there hos only been cne period when ZRG Looked
like falding. I developed chronic asthma, typing became agony and operating
the duplicator virtually impossible., Indecd, several issues were only nut
out thanks to the good offices of Brian Jordan (now GAFIite) who cranked
the trusty’old 230T for me, However, after five or six years of touch and
zo (for-me, as well as for ERG), a drug was found which enabled ne to live
a noriil 13ifees.provided I keep taking it. Since then, ERCG has ncver
looked backe

" In the first isste, one interesting item of policy was statcd...
"Tor future issues, anything my happen. L not setting nyself any sort of
soligy, but I do intend te do nmy best to see that ERG is a gne-l1an shov.
Guest articles will be few and far between., Apart from that, the ocontents

‘ 1 3 n
{LiR Eary By g meod Maices e Well, T still devote ERZ to things wlich
.nterest na, but imperroptidly, guest contwibutors have crept in to such
jo0od c¢ffoct, that the mapgazine would not be the saue without thdm. liy
shanl; o to all the generous peoplé who have helped in the past and
rariiculasrly to those annearing in this issue, Writiang for fanzines is
aotoriounsly unproductive in boih moncy and kudos so I deem it a groat
saveur the® writers, buoth amateur zad professional shonld have oolle through
vith material for this 20%h inniversary Issuce Thanks a million folks,

Cover this time was lithoed in two coleurs from my black and
white original, by ny son Xeitn. It wonld have been done in 'OUR ocolours,
but I underestinaied the zmount of paper I gave him, and didn't alXow
enough for colour registraticn runs. 2Zven so, I reckon he has done a
grand jobe.  Incidentally, Evic llecdham bought the original art for o.ok
and 1 all ready have a £1 bid fer the origimal of this annish..so 1f you
are intercsted, top that amount,..cven £1.10 cculd get it, so send in your
viés {not 6ash)..closing date, mid-June, This offer also applies to rcaders
‘n the USA,,vwhere £1,00 equals two dollars as near as makes no never minda.



Colcur work is back in this issue &s having used up all suppliss af
Gestetnor black, ihat machiune is being moved over to red; and the Rnrao 750
brought inie permanent ODP“atlcn for the black work. I plan to briuag in the
seaond (ard iybe a thixd' celour as the iancy takes mee..provided there is
enouglh demand from out there oc.cee?? :

chulars will have noticed that over the last year or =mo, these
Lrgitorials have teen used to allow me to sound eoff on any topic which.
herpened to be buzzing arcund in my noddle at press time, This issue would
have been the same, as people seem to like the idea, However, this time I
thought I'd go over a feow items of history, policy and general nGWB...so...

Curpent statc of my USA trip is that it will probably be hold over
until Worldoon 1980 in Bostone I 'neve been meking some last minute efforts
to attend the Minneapolis Miricon, but they hinge/ed on my getting my
passport and a new visa, in tire to book a Chigago flight..but knowing these
high~speed Government instituticns, I'm not holding ny breath, The Boston’
trip IS a véry attractive proposition, Val should be able to come with me,
and at long, long, last, I'll meet up with all those great peoplo who made
ths trlp possible,

Dave Cobbledick has cone up with sone good ideas to help defray
the orippling costs of fanzine production (mainly postal ones) by enclosing
a leaflet with each issue of his fanzine TIOFART (advt.) Feil to rcturn the
slip. aud vou don't get the mnext issue. He also suggests that if yon
enciose a 7v stamp, the action will be greatly appreciated, Not being one
to wiss pianching a goed idez, I'il probsuly start something similar with zho
next issue...and that 7p stadp will be welcomed anytime..especially if your
letter needs a reply. I mail several hundreds of items in a year..and tha
postal bill nounts up so fats, any way of keeping it in check is good news.

Another little scheme I have in my nind, is to dig back into the
files and reproduce an early ERG item every issue or so. Comments on this
little schene would also be in order...as indeed are any other sugpestions
for improving things. I may not take you up on ‘'em, but they!ll still be
waloone . ’

CATASTROPHE struck (twice) since starting this Ergitorial, I

tarted running off colour stencils on the Gestetner..perfect, Shifted ta

tho Ronco for black and white. Chaos] Ink all over the place, papoer jamming
tp in the feoed mechanism cvery third shect. I ended up with a conpletely
ruined set of first ERGitorial pagese..and have had to re-type tie opening
Pagcss.and will now have to re-~run the colour heading. I hope that I shall
get the trouble cured...otherwisc it will mean tack to the trusty Gestetner
for this issue...and that nachine has its silk-screcn carricr springs about
to break (cach is now down %o hal thickness), So if this issue is lates.os

CHAQS .2 ~ane with the ise and blizzards which closed down Bngland
and ocomplately isolated Shefllold, thanks to a road gritter's otrlko which
left the roads impassable. {two *“et of snow up our garden)., i telegram
fron our Chamber of Comiterce, to the P.M. requesting cmergrwvwy grifting
action brought a considerable antount of hot air from Mr., Callaghan..but this
failod to mclt any ice. After deaggihg his heels a couple of days, Jim sent
his 'Snow Minister'..who produced more hot air..with a sinmilar Yaclk of
result, Obviously, the policy is 'drag your hecls long enough’and it will
sort ‘itsclf out?! Meanwhile, I haven't been to work for a wecl and as 1
fype, sledges whistle pmxt the window. Cne niee touchsathe Snow riinister
got stranded here when his helicopter couldn®t get out, Have fun, TJ
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I fell asleon last

weels alter lunch with
a copy of the T.L.S5., over ny foce., I
had been rsading a review of & bHook on
German and American 3cholarship from
1770 to 1773 - youfll be proud to kaow.
4listair Maclean's latest. e force
of gravity dragged nillions of leorned
words down inteo my braia. & was lucky
even to reawakene. -

I night be sleepiag
still - ny God, perhaps I an sleeping
still, like a victin of one of these
terrible diseases which nay only bde
naned in Latin: encephalitis lethargica,
lonicera nifsidn; canelone foetida: which attack the grand canals of the
dioeastive systen after lunch,

Perhans you have read reports of hou victins of
discases lilke encephalitis lethargica, once known as slecping sicliness, crist
in states of coma lilke living statues for as long as fifty years. .one of
ther: have been brought back to life again by injections of a drug cal’ed
Ledona, “iiich sets the patients rolling about the wards in a fine frenzy
rollin -, uttering hirreglyphs, behaving compulsively, cursing to nalze u» for
fifty years without action, and assaulting nurses for the saue rcason,

Don't laugh, If you wake up one noraing with
immoveahle d-stondc rigidity of the legs, a severe torticollis, and a’
sensation that all life has ccased in the region of the breast-pocliet, think
of iy words, You will understand then that I speak now in allegory, 2ad am
in fact contrasting the state of the ordinary English novel (sounelent) wit
the statc of the scicnce fiction novel (manic). Rag doll or mad rotct, totn
nodes foril nart of the Jekyll~and-Hyde of nodern letters, thou:h neither
cares to roecoznise the other,

I intend to say souething about tho state of
affairs in L7, but first a word about modern fiction. Lei's continue in our
L-@ona vein, Those who arc about to be siricken by slceeping sichness often
sufer nishtmares which arce grotesque, terrifying and premonitory. Jhe
dreaners may feel that they linger for ever within inaccessible c2stlrs, or
stru.-"le throagh indefinable processes; or it may appear to thenm that the
great joing wowld has stepped, ovr entirely fallen into uncasy sluiber. 4t <
the frontiors of the uodera Europcan novel stand boolks which exactly trans-
¢ride such encephalitic nightmares. I refer to James Joyce's Ulysses and
Finaegan's ake, and Kafka's The Trial and The Castle. The Sastle vas
published in 1925, the yeer tha® the first SF nagazine was pubﬁfkﬁkﬂ. iyde
started to talle over while Jekyll slepts




From what T have said you might suppose that SF would be rather
nightrarish in content, concerned with anything but everyday reaiity, yet
prodeciz, slumberingiy wware of all things, teoning with symbols, &nd cacsice
a~block wWith non~human eniitiess You'd be right. #And for all thesc jacioss
it is often condsmned, Strange; the same factors when found in Joyce and
Kaflka rerit praisce

The best of today's SF wyviters offer an cxpericnce which is pRra-
11el to but differert from the modecrn novel., I'm referring fo writers like
Robort Silverberg, Philip K. Dick, Michael Moorcock, J.G.Ballard,; Frederik
Poki, Ursula Le Guwin, Yan Watson, Charles Harness, Framk Hevbort, Arthur C.
¢larke, Stanislaus Lem, Harry Herrison, James Tiptree and others,. -

No literary criticism has yet developed which can deal with Jekyll
and with Hyde at one and the szme time; with a novel by Graham Greeno and @
novel by Philip K. Dick, They represent twe €ifferent kinds of consciouse
ness, as do waking and sleeping. Both are essential to health,

"'Thilst the ordinary novel slumbers; paralysed perhaps by thoe
gibbous awfulness of the twentieth century, SF makes its cislunar clcursionSe
Year by year, its progeny grow. I have to inform you that last yesr Sr
accounted for between ten to twelve percent of 'all fiction sales, 5S¥ is of
tremendous importance, yet is rarely sensibly discusseds When it ids '
reviewed, it is confined to little cemeteries on the fringes of book paga:,
 semi-hallowed ground likc the sort of places where suicides are buried; e=c
that its novels lic narrowly athwart one another likce dusturbed gravestonoss
Too bad; many responsible reviewors consider SF nay now be enjoying a sort
of golden age. Ton Hutchinson is one such,

You're all locking very serious. But I dida't mean to nalke you
gloony, After all, we spcakers arc supposed to be served after the meal
likooindigostion tablets. You nced a film gtar lile Michacl Rennie, don't
you I should toll you about some of the spceial purgatories rescrved

for scicnce fiction authors, no natter how scrious their intopgs TFor
jnstance fthey are invitod to appoar on BBC TV with chaps like Uri Geller or
Dr, Hegnus Pykece They have to endure conversations with pebple who beliove
in Flying Saucers and tclepathy and Atlantis and the Bermuda Triangle and
acupuncture and God-as-Costonaut and raw seawced and transcendental medit-
ation and pyramids which sharpen razor-blades. They are intreduced at B
literary luncheons with jokes about their having two heads or greon slins =
The Yorkshire Post is more enlightened, Mr, Chairman - and are scrutinisod
ckosely by their neighbours for signs of android~like behaviour.

To festivals of literature, SF writers are rarely invited, They
are looked at askance by ordinary writers, who suspect they earn either far
more or far less money than thoey do. (Both are truc, by the way) Zven
poets are wary of SF authorss. o

A1l this might suggest that I dislike being classified as an SF°
author. On the contrary. Although my first loyalty must be to literaturo,
I owe a great deal to a fiecld to which I have been able to contribute a
great deals 4nd I enjoy working in an arca wiich has scarcely yet been
brought undexr the plough and still rings to the woodman's axc.

_ 1'n regarded, I believe, as a difficult author because I detest
comic strips-and occasionally write an unexpected bookas Nor do I Feep bo
SF, or oven to fiction. But the readership of SF on its more informed
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levels is remarishie peticnt, and will cndeavour to comprefrend what &t a
fivst finds dvecooprelenniblc. ' ’

‘ Thras other ereat acdvnntsges of beirg an S¥ author must be dodawads
Firatly, it's vo damncd exerting. Over the last twenty yoars: SF has heon &
growth industry 2l round bLe worid., Owing to external indifference from tae
Jokyll facticn, &F writers and readars have remained crosee L believoe that
tond is one of our greatest azsets. Together, writers and rendors formed
their ovm audience, Lheir own body of eriticism, their own hidearchics; Trom
them have emerged thoir own editors, reviewers and publishersi in a truly
renariable outbursg of ackivity. We have done it all curselves, and given
the world a new iiterature, whether the world wants it(ifk ofa

Secondly, thst close relatlonship of ' PARNEHR, EHAR, /\
interest spreads btoyend mere AnglowAmcrican realns, 2

though' there it is at its zost powerfule T like
travel, and ny interests within the SF ficld have
landad me as far away &s Jdapan, the Soviet Union,

RBio de Jan eiro, Australiz, and now Lezds. The
Univarsity here, by the way, publisihes an excellent -
anatour SF journal entitied *Black Holc'e
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There was a Third point, but my tine's
nedTly ups Tl
: " 8g T take some pride in the achievencnts of.
tiis oxtended family to which I nore or lesz belonge
Of coursc, if I werc addrcssing that fomily instead of yew, I should neke a
vevy different speech, caning them for how dreadful nost SF isy how overe
loaded with gadgetry at the cxpense of thought, fancy at tho expenso of
inagination, My armed state, my condifion, not of guerilla warfarc but
guerilla affection, is more intense vis a vis the SF fraternity than it is
with thoe goneral reading public. I nmean, I behave slightly bettor hore than
I would at an SF bangucte.

Soreono askcd me the other day what sort of a writer I wosy I
replied that I was just a pupular novelist, but with ideas above my stetion.
I beliove that SF is the popular novel of today, with ideas above its
stations Vhich is by no means the same as saying that it is stationary. S¥
has o long way to go yot, and I'd better sit down before I start telling you

: + tho
about thoty Brian W, Aldiss

DRAIICAMCIR0IYEIRAAT and purely for ERGae..e QAR RAHFDB X WIEDEACCTIARA

fnything thét cndures is cause for celebration, The survival of JIRG for
twenty yecars rioves me - wao nas survived twanty ycaxs as a professional
author « to write a small crabbed acrostical verse, which I dedicate to
ERG!'s editor,

@

Q, crg is work's unit, while orgo lios

- ————
Between thinking and being in Descartes eyos-
An ogre backwards, Long may cnorgy.

Sustain our thinking being, E.R.G. ,

A giant thrustiag forwards o'er g Brian !/, Aldiss

AACOINNI 0 A MIERAR00930R00000RR R CRRARARVARANNAAA 1C0CY
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Interested in top quality Stateside Fanzines ? Read oneese

J0m=AX the quarterly fanzine devoted to SF, fandom, Space,
' and Tschnology is available to .K.readers at the
following rates:~ .
4 issues for £2. (via seamail)
b issues for £3., (via airmail)

In addition to the usual fannish content of reviews,
pro and fan interviews and LOCs, CO=-AX carries factual
information on Space exploration and exploitation and
speculative explorations of Humanity's technologiocal
futures. Edited by Michael A, Bankse

TBH Thru Black" Holes, is another top quality zine fron
‘Mike Roden, and features excellent reproduction, lots
of artworlk, and nuch factual info on Space activities,
4vlsoaes for £2.50 and pro rata. (5,00 USA)

I'n the agent for both of them, so send you ordeis toi=
Terry Jeeves
230 Bannerdale Rd.
For USA readerse.write tos Sheffield S11 9FE
Banlks,.«P.C. Box 312, Milford, Ohio 45150
Rodeny+.932 hite Oak Rd, C;nclnnatl, Ohio 45245



Raising the glass to his nostrils the
Tired 0ld Author took a cautious snifi, A
little too nuch beetroot, he thought, and
the treacle could have been a nistalke but
the jam gave bedy and the nettles added a
touch of the unusual. In any casc it was
all he had and he sipped at the latest
liver~burning vintage browed in cobwebbed
plastic ccntainers in a noist and recking

gl "Master $" His acolyte watched with

wide eyes as the contents of the glass
vanishced down the pulsing throat. #Is it
good 29

It had alcchel and that was gzood
enough. As Toa refilled the glass the lad
said, "Is the quaffing ¢f the nazic potion
the prelude to the construction of amighty
saga or does it help to rip away the veils
of time and so allow your trained aind to
study the shapc of things yet fo come ¥

Urine oxtracting ? Tom glanced
sharply at the lad but thke smoothly piup-
lced face was bland and the cyes held no
apparent gleam of malice, & dolt, A clod,
why hal the great scribe in the slky Jene
him so 3111 ? Why couldn't he have hed a
' lush and nubile maiden who would Tend him
? A girl with pendulous breasts scented with jasmine
and hips shoped like the curve cf an hour-glass and hair rippling over
rounded shoulders who would have been devoted to his welfare, dedicated to
his needs, a humble worshipper at the shelter of his geniuse Vhy =~

“Mastor &V Toa sighed. A man hac te take what he was givon and,
if that was damned little, so the cookic crumbled, "What 75 it

You were teiling me, master, how te predict the shape of events To
COMmee ™ was 2"

In the great sagas you proiisced to teach me how to writes The
storics of other werids and other races. The novels of the Tuture when nen
had learned - you -rowmiscd, masters You promised %

ind he had too = in return for certain small considerationzse. Dut why
couldn't the boy have been the mubile female he had described so often in
the stories he had created ? Well, no matter, such a cne would 'have caused
his doath in a weck from acute frustration., But, by the Ssribe, vhat a way
to gol

Uiaster 2V

513 right i Irritably Tea Jrank and poured and drank again, If he
coulints Have the bird then he'# be damned if he'd forego the boozo and if
the little bastard kept staring at hin in that way he'd wind up with & bottle
in his shulle Hew ha? he managed te live so long ? In any ddcent civilis-
ation ﬁgﬁglaoﬁnot would have been oxpesed on a hill for wolves to pnaw,

i 3 -

The acolyte reopeated what the Tired O1d Author had missed. “Ancthor
bottle master 2 :
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“Becsuse for sone God.rnows what reason men seem to be sonvinced
that they have tc¢ keep mevwing foom ove place Vo another. They could work
vound the corier , bubt no, vhey have to commute, The rich directors of
cornanies, so. safled inlelligenc nmewn, go to great trouble, exponsa and
inconvenicnoe to eross the world to talk to their oppoesite numbers when thoy
could sit in a chair and ¢o it ell by ‘'phone. Well thot's the way the
Liscuit shatters - where was I7 '

' “he future,naster, What will th’ngs be like in a hundred years
timel”

1 b ay” ¥ v 11 i
Dloody awful, I guosse "Detgils M .

gke your picke. One school
shows that welll be swamped in a stinking mass of pollution, the seas stag-
nant oil~slieks, morals Jewa the drain, food shor®, noise everywhere, violmce
in tho .streets, no chariiy, care or concerns The cult of self rompant and
up you jack I'm a1l xight th slogan of government and - '™ .

YPLoase waster,” said the pupil. "That's now. What about the
future? o ' I
T "omont.'! Another drink to sharpen the braine The 1it¥ic hastard

wes smart « well, it rubbed offe I was just testing yome Remember what I
said about oxtrapolation ? Do that and we'll have a universal sooiety in
200 ~ overyone will be black or brown or stained to avedd being conspicuouss
Thoce mad enough to work will be taxed out of
existence. Those making rules and regulations
will be in therc elcitent. The tiie of the
liberal do=gooder, when to be & viotin of an ect
of violence such as nugging or rapé will bo to
get prosecuted for the damage you've caused the
attasker by bruising his hand with your nose,
creating disappointrient at not yielding him
enough cash for his trouble, or cousing pain and
embarrassment by sereaning or shouting for helps

The penalties will be severe for the dismadw
vantaged and depisassed and delingent nust not in
any way be held to blame and you would have had no nmoral right to oomplaing
In fact you are to blame for having provided an irresistable temptations®

~ Uhgt,master, I was talking of a hundred yecars not a docade. ‘e're
almost at the point néw, fncther test 2%

Another bottle would have been more usefuls How to shut the slob

up and at the same time persuasde hin of Toals genius ? T
' " %I'was pointing out the danger of simple extrapolatioh,% said Toa

with dignitys. '"Because of our assocciation you, naturally, graspoed tlié point
quicker than the others would have dones ""The future, now let me seo, = '
Computers could play a part if they ever learn how toc use then. Carrf on as
we are and everything will grinld to a halt and the blame put on the machines,
Fool? “That about food? I sec the time when a firm will scoop the jackipot
by using waste to meke a sure-fire slioming food. Recycled shif, packed,-
flavoured, séented and shaped -~ it'll ;o right through. Or, no, maybe we've
got that now." He reached for the bottle and tasted the stuff as it went
dovmns 0dd, now it secmed better than at first. At least he knew what was in
it and that helped, YA hundred years."

Space,”
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Space, master, What about the new space technology 7?9

“iJhat about the Chanuael Tunnel 2" The lad, he coull seo, was
miscing thé point. "Look," 'Tam explaine? patiently. 'We know how to build
the tunnel, Ue kave the machines for it, millions of uncemployed who could
proviGe labour ~ but we have no tunnel, Private enterprise could build it,but
they aren!t allowed to trys. Politiecs, son, the old dirty geme, o goverrment
will éver allow its captive taxpayers more individuab freedom than thoy can
avo2d. Do you really think a government will allow some of its. nationals to
break free into space 1V o

"Jith the power we can win from the plaets and solar energy and -

iWelwe had the tides all the time, the winds toos How many tidal
stations do we have? Wedmills ? Hydro-electric plants, atomic power stations?
Wetve enough atomic explosives to kill everybody twenty times over but we
can't use atomic power because that means we have to build an atomie power
station al somecaight get hurte So why not ban cars — | '~
~ they kill people too? Logic, lad, has nothing to f !
do with »rediction. Always there is the unknown,.
the unexpeotcd factor. The invention of the "
internal coubustion engine ended the horse-dungﬁ

nightmare, Ilectricity, the soot spectre....
coal calséd fogSae. air borne acids,..lung _
troubles ~ where's that bottle ? e

‘ " As he handed it over, the acolyte
said, "Dut don't you care ? Doesn't it bother you what might happen to
future peoples 2" "o," ° "But, master, --"

’ 1T won't be around," said Toa flatlye "That's the difference
betuween use You could, possibly, live to see it but never me, “THI1 be
safely 'dead and the world can go to hell in 2 bucket for all I care." He
sipped, &swallowed, beameds Maybe, the next time, he should add sone bananas
and naybe leave the drowned wasps in the brew - protein could help, But I
appreciate your concern, so let's do a little dreaning. Straight extrapole
ation is oub so what have we left ? Only the old faithful bricks on which
to base our foundation. Greed, self-intercst, aubition, hate and oruslty
and the in-built lust for one man io tell others what to dos The power=
complex which leads to wars and posturing and the piling up of guns while
babieés cry for milk and people go blind for the need of Arugs the gun-pilers
won't afforde You know what I think? Unless there's a plague of war to
deciméte the population - and I mean leave a tenth, not take onc = we'll
wind up with scmething from nightmare. One per cent will be at the bop,
eightesn percent will be secing their orders are obeyed, eighty pexrcent will
be administrators."

Ana the final one percent 2V

17111 be doing the actual work,"

Thich won't get doneo'

iThat's righte” Toa took a refreshing swallow. The more he drank,
the botter tasting the brew Became, "And they whll probably be on strike
anyway e Cf course, there's an alternative."

"Master 2" _
“In & hundred years!' time," said Toa solemnly, "the world will be
a garden, The seas, clean, will he filled with aquatic life with coastal i

fish faris providing a wide variety of produces The land will have healed
stself and verdant foliage will cover the mistakes of previous ¥times,
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A wotld in which individuals will be treated as
such,” their dignity and pride recognised.
A1l will worlk in harmonry for mutual
bencfit and the concept of solf will
be alicn as will the cruelcty and
nindless destructien of earlier
tines. o Jonger will living creatufes:
be hunted for amusément; lkilled or - == g
tortured for sport, their skins ripned. off i -
to be used as fashion-aypparel, their pain 1gnore€‘for the sake of gaudy shows
There will be no hunger an® no waste. bMedical treatment will be available
to all with computers an? elcctronic machines yieXling all availablo infor-
mation én requests There will be no stultifying authority, no need for
lawyers, politicians, petty rulers, sadistic dictatorss The land will
provide and each will care for all. Love and concern will triumph. OSpace
flight and %technology will provide a fruitful harvest of invention and
acventure, of romance and continual interest. Benign adults will breed
loving an? loved children, With no 'morec than

what we have at this very moment, the milleniun

will have, finally, cone into roality.*

“In a hundfdd years 2" The acolyte stared his

Idisbelicf. "A single century?”

1%
U'"Jgst that." Toa drained his glass and looked
¥ ®IL sadly at the empty bottle. "Of course those
E benipn peacrle won't be hunian = what the hell,
J:JJ you eon't have everythingl?

e —

TIE TUD, 2,0 .Tubb
SV I I NI NI R 1 0 108 'om21‘39307331J,33'-‘J3J3'iﬂ)@

Tollowers of Ted's *Dumarcst! series will be pleased to kuow that o, 18 in
the saga has just been released by DAY books for $1.50. Pitled, 'ITCIDENT
ON ATH', if you have difficulty in getting it, try Fantast Hcdway Ltd, of

59 West St Wisbech, Combs. PE 13 2IX ((Send SAE for theix catalogue)) T.J,

I 300030005230 NI NI 2232223 2200 2 1 23019223 X392 000000000008 0005039
ANTWIRYP CCUVIMTION, The SF Club of antwerp celebrates its 10th anniversary
with a Convention over the weckend, April 27-28 (Friday and Saturday) with
Anne lcCafirey as G.0.H. A1l the fund of the fair, plus a limcrick,poetiry
contest, war ganes, SF music etc. Write to Lou Grauwels, Lange
Kievitstraat 27, 2000 intwerpen. Ph, 031/31.15.84. Hotel is the Antwerp
Docks Hotel., (Have a drink at the 'Ce¢i ' for me..and a sirell down the von
Attevelda Strasse)

BASTHMRCON '79 If you're one of those happy people who can afford Vorldoon
MDD another con, get along to the Dragonara Hotel in Leeds. Contact Alan
Dorey, c¢,o Hermitage Woods Crescent, Yoking, SURREY GU21 1UB., Con dates
are April 13«16th. I might be able to pop over for the odd hour on
Sunday.
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TEL STORY CF THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FICTION YEARBOOK...

by
COLIN
LESTER

How did I come to think of putting together a Ycarbaolk? Lasy -
I was aslicd to.

This was when I was particularly uncomfortable at thae S5#l%though
leaving there wasn't easy, I was working for an M,Phil. there, was aware of
the harn ny leaving the research assistantship might do, and had all rcady
cancelled plans to leave, a few months hefore. %wyway, actual jobs in &I
aren?t that casy to find.

Tewards the end of 1976 came a bolt from the blue: a hone call
from Philip Dunn at Pierrot Publishing, asking if I'd like to edit the 5F
Yearbook they had in mind., Brian Aldiss, bless his great heart, had
sugpested ne.

The arrangerient I made with Pierrct wasn't ideal -~ a fairly
norual author's contract for one issue, rather than the multi-issue retainer
or salary a larger company might have offered... but this was an oexporiment,
and I felt it was worthwhile doing. I showed Philip a synopsis of 1y idcas,
he okayed it, and I started work. Litcrally, that is. I couldn't live am
the advance, 8o took a part-time job publishing monographs for a loarned
socichby in Guidford, This wasn't such 2 good idea. The work was fascinating
but poorly=eid and tended to take over my life, edging out the Ycarbook which
was in a rather boring card-index stage, and a rather disappointing phase of
discovering lw many recommended foreign contacts didn't respond to 0Y,
requests for informatione. By Noves® ar I had to leave, so I bought a heat-up
Kinivan with the last of ny salary and rioved to friends at Boclenham to work
full-tine on ISFY.

I was behind on schedule and worried: this wasn't helpod whou,
around Jecember, the nid-April copy-date was brought forward by a month to
satisfy the Aoerican trade publisher, The process of finding information
sourses. frorn fanzines, personal contacts, ete; indexing them by item (with a
separate card-index for each Ycarbook section) and compiling a naiio-and-
address index; cross referencing where necessary; ané sending out postcards
for mefi ~ and more-detailed information. This process continued to osoalate
from Ncgenbor cnwards, until at the height I was receiving about 50 itens of
nail par day. To complicate the matter, cach iten nornally inecluded infore
nation for nore than one section, and had to be shuffled from pilc to pilc as
gach scetion listing was typed ontc manuscripte

3y Janumry I had three typists working like beavers on tha finie
nal ratas (2ll T could afford), and fron the 2nd of that month until nide
April I workod an average of 16 hours a day, 7 days a weelt:s henoce tho title



15

of this article. At various stages anbitions were rmodified: attompbs at
cotlplotoness were limited to four mein sections; the coding systel would not
be as siriplo as hoped, as nore and fiorc data had to be fitted into all ready
coded scotionse. At one stage I discovercd that I was 50,000 words over the
limit set by Picrmot. Cutting back on listings was painful, espeeially on
the Tist of artists which was cut by about 90%. I got into such a state
about this, I left the final deeision to’ the publisher., Reducing the extent
of ny introduections and notes to cach scction also took tine, and partly
accounted for ny over-running copydetcs.sthe revised one, that ise. I kopt
hoping to attond Skycon right up until the last ninute, but on ny ona night
thore (Thursday), I checked what still had to be done, 'and rushed hone next
rorning to try and get it dono. ‘I thought I'd done it, too ~ until Thilip
told me, as I handed over the ns,, that it had been due Friday, not lednesday i

lioncy was a problenm all the way through. A contractuval linmit on
claixable expenses meant I hafl to usc up ny small savings to do the job
properly, lMostly these came from ny work on the ¥isual Encyclopediam of
Seicnoe Fiction, and SodIls Law cemc into operation here: two days after I'd
run out of noney..l got a tax clain on it} - Prevarication kept tho ghoul at
bay until I managed to borrow the necessary, but not before onc of their’
alarning ‘ved letters had arrived, threatening to "distrain your offoctals
Actually, they wouldn't have found nuch of value, exccpt the Minivan (pretty
clappoed out by now) and a hired electric typewriter {could they have taken
that, I wonder ?) ... and the ns of course. :

At tinmes I folt they'd be welcome to it, and so did ny helperse
Sorting out letters and fanzines onto pilcs was bad enough: worse, was sort-
ing thom into alphabetical order, integrating them with index ocards, then
grying to sort out what the correspondent was saginge..not to nention making
sense of oontradictory data. One letter received the scrawled oomnant, ‘
tThese poople are all pad - or am I? Now and then they seem quite nico, No,
itt's thom, it's thenm', We all felt likec that at timese . P

Still, in uy present syberitic astate, living on the 'Aneriocan sale
as it dribbles in, plues bits of freelance work and van driving, working at
my own pace (often for nothing) I still look back on the concentratoed energy
and excitement with sone nostalgia. When the excitenment splashed over into
parancia it had some damaging offects - after 8 years of clean lungs I took
up cigaroties again, But, at other tines it was pure thrill, with & Senso
of somefhing really worthwhilc being accomplisheds and 2 fecling of being
at tho oenitre of the world as information poured in fron its four cornors,

50 T have mixed fcelings about a scsnzd iseue. The naterial
benefits have so far been snallj but I know now how to correct the
imporfections of the first issue, and would like the chance to do so.-
Besidoes, the ides is to keep the thing updated. Soy although I haven't been
offered a sontract for a secceond issue yet, I kecp hoping that sodething
acceptable will be put forward, and 1111 have the chance of getting -
srazzled in & good cause once nore. There's nothing like it ~ Thank God}

Colin Lester. 1979
ERGITORIAL NOTE,. THE TNPERNATIONAL SCIENCE FICTION YEARBOOK,
Edited by Colin Lester, . ..
Pierrot Publications £2¢95 If you haven't got & 0ODYese

get one NOW |
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29 COI‘dO'ﬂ 5t,

Wisbech

CAMB3 PL13 2LV

ZRG 65 is another

100d one, with a very tasty

cover from IHilke Reden (who

chas drawn the next Scribe

"\ Wccver).  Good articles as

| §always (especially the cne

" from Phil Earbotile) but
itfs still the hoolt reviews
because they are a gresat
help at times whein I only
have time to read about ons
book per weelx and want all
the help I can get in
picking the best.

DERITARD 11, 2AR
21 liporfield Grove
Tonge livor

T did not put 'methanc would solve all our 1roblems
and nrovide fue’l for the Zeppelins', bute. ..uetlane

Bolton would not solve all our problers, but would supply fuel
- for the Boppelins!'' {((Sorry on that one, Dernard, I got
overoone with the Cl4 fumes)). Tirst, the cover., I like Hjichaels style,

and itfs-fua to look at, but he will parsist in putting far too many objects
(plancts, planctoids and moons) in his skies. His work looks like the start
of a pano of Veliko vakyian cosmic snooker, with all the valls?! on tho
tabla, Hini-Ergitoriale..quite a bit lighter weight than the last one,
not that I'm against a bit of fun-and those examples were, your one about
the weights reminded me of the 'Gueat Egg Race! ({(( Eric Needhan reducoed the
number of weights to four,.but his solution invelved putting & mc on the
otuer sida of the pan to act as 'subtractive weights's. legitimate, but not
part of the problem as linking with the chess board run)Q
ggdgi? jzgtzyﬂd. I've now had time to read ERG 65 and as usual enjoyed it,
¥i tehatt ' especlally the long 'Recent Reading' sectign&. The large
Surrev CRL 2DB nunber of short comments on ?urrent books is just wkhat I
¥ need to be able to see what is available, It's for tais
reason I like Phil Stephensen-Payne's 'Paperbacgk Iarlour?
so muchs. ({ Thanks a lot. 7This is precisely the reason I cover so many
bools in this wy..to let people krow what is availeble,..NOT to produce &
1oad of noeudo erudtic rubbish on a few titles))s I was intrigued by Rog
Pyletls !'Fliclk Fantasies! and found myself unconsciously thinking of further
exanples, [owever, his comment that no SF novol is beyond the reach of the
rodern cinona seems slightly off centre with the cancellation recently ol
DU, oi%t sceis a shame after secing some of the intricate desimgns Chris
Poss had srepared for it. I suppose eventually I would have been over crit-
ical of the finished product; but sonchow T still would have liked the
chance to sce what they'd made of it, ({This is one of the basic snags in
fransferring a book to the screenc.one's ‘mind's eye vision' often clashes
with the producer's vision...and the inevitable reaction is.. Thatls not
how Y2 ought to have been'. I'm waiting to see what they do with the B
Lenspman series...sore company is bound to snap that lot up for space operal)



ERIC 1IT3°DHAM

25 Lawnswood Drive
Swin t on
Manchester M12

Herewith some stamps fcr the
cover of ERG 65 {((Now who

wants to bid for the cover

of this issue ??)} Very cheap
at the price too. It just makes me marvel when I
ilook at it, I'd class it zlong with Arthur Thompsorns
robot with the riveted Christmas pudcding, circa 1955
As a qhange from all the pictures of flour dredgers
in RG {(Rotter))) I'm sending you an idea for a Soggy illo.
I thijik it would make a chenge from sugar sifters and salt
shakers, (I wot not all these sifters and shakers..some
esoteric American religious cult perhaps ? ..anyway, your illo is®
up there to the right...and your address up left for the brickbata))

DAVDS GRIFFITHS
43 Jacob House

TRG 65...varied, well written and readable. Only thing I

Kale Rd wasn't too sold on was the length of the book review
Exd th section. Would like to have sccn a longer ILrgitoriel or a
Keﬁtl - few more articles ((Economics..space is Limited, and the

reviews are very useful to most readars)) Enolosed is a
short article along th¢ lines you asked for. If no good, feel frece to throw
it away. ((( Mot likely, tis just what I wanjyed...and appears elsewhero))

R JJFAULDEN  Zemetime within the last twelve months (I think) Ieaas Asinmovy

P,0. Dox 195 had a short story-cum-article in which he described the
Coonanble world after the oil ran out. As you say, a frightening .
nus1 2520 prospects What never fails to amaze ne is the short~sight-
AUSTRALIA odness displayed by so many people, for which thers is no

real excuse, given the amount of information available
through the ‘popular press..which isn't always accurate, but thero is
suffioient quantity to enablc people to make a fair effort at sorting out the
grain from the chaff.  (( Unfortunately, too many prefer to bung their head
in the sand and wait for someone else to solve such problems))) Petroloun is
not just fuel, but also the raw material for dyes, pesticides, pharnaceut-
icalk ete. {(( A,C.Clarke advocates using it suitably converted, into a
food protein source ))) The Ashley and Banks pieces were fun but T hope they
weran't meant to be taken seriously. Which White was Rog Pile reférring to
in his 'letter ? If James, how do I get hold of a copy of that ldes
 Yos, it was James Whitce.but &ll issucs have gone..but if some kind LRG
roader would care to scnd their wopy to Mrs Faulden seee ?7 )]

STEVEN J. GRELN
33 Soott Rd

Intriguing how your Ergitorial on world resourcéq hés'.
escalatod into discussion; I can't think of many Tanzine

g%izﬁull editors who'd have teken the time to bring up the pqint in
Warwiclshire the first place lect alone many readerships broad enough to

respond, Regardless of how long we have beforo thoro's a
loud slurp-slurping sound from the North Sea, the resources we depond on so
much are NOT UNLIMITED., (( True..too true...but you try to get peaple to
accept that facts They burble about energy from windmills, pushbikes,
donkey=powered treadnillsy.and never equate the power we use now with the
power ayailable from such starvatidn supplicse..and even thoso won't help us
if we don't develop 'en NOW)) Gettiing back to ERG.p.there are a faw SF
pilns I%d.like to make...one of them all ready i8  STAR TREK (yos I'm a
trexldio. ((Don't bleme you. ST is still THE best (only) decont TVSF »
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Dave Kirlbride ERGitorially you came up with another poser, but as I dontt

Belle Vue posess a calculator I'm afraid I didn't appreciate it quite
Carlisle as much as I might heve, WNow, FLICK FANTASIES touched on a
Cunbria subject I love, and that is, dreaning up celluleid interpret

ations of some of my favourite books. Yet as Rog Pile
suggests, those ST books that could be made into cxcellent movics never soen
to pet considered, How on earth do you get through such a mountain of
reading (((Combination of fast reading, and using every spare nonent))) ..and
oh what goodies I came across in ERG 65. Never let anyone tallt you out of
doing your 'RECENT READING' column., It must rate as the most inforuative in
fandom, L suppose I shquld apologise for my comments listed on the wrap-
around Teport sheet you sent my ERG in ((Not at all, yours is omly the '
aecond time someone has done thate..and I enjoy it)) I must say, Terry that
I could have read a few more LOCs this issue..then again, you is de editory
therefore de bosse ((Well, threc pages of 'em this time. I don't lilke
taking up too much valuable spacc on letters...balance is the old problem)))

Evin Broxton (({ Kevin has been dipping his toe into fanzine fandon by
418 Leyland Lane trying out a few assortcd fanzines..so 1 was delighted to
Leyland receive the following from him, .7

Lancs About a dozen fanzines have now arrived and very strange

recading one or two of them make! The botton of the pile
secmied to plumb real depths of crudity. However, by way of compensation I
found a couple of zines which really did glve me a new angle fron whichk %o
observe the SF field. Although TBH wasn't quite to my taste, I found JRG to
be well worth the effort, the best of the bunch in fact, (flattery), The
only thing I found objectionable in ERG §5 was a comment by Alan Burng in
his FUTURE PIRFECT where he refers to the increased crime rate being inspi-
red by ‘‘bearded trendies that haunt our schools", It secms conmnon practice
these days to use the word 'bearded'! as an insult, and as someone in poss~
ession of & beard for the last 10 years or so, I find this at best irrdtabing
and at worst, grossly offensive. ((Funny thing, one always talks of o bare-
faced~=liar, so the insults are not all one-sided are they ?)) Now that I
have that off my chest, I must say that it is a pleasure tc read an SF zine
without stumbling over a dozen obscenities on every page. {((Which is just
how I fecl about it, hence their absence in ERG)), I was also pleasantly
surpriscd at the varicty of articles .. I enjoyed Phil Harbottles look at
the SF anthology business in particular,

Alan Buras | . . I
19 The Crescent Many thanks for ERG 65. The cover reminded me very ruch

0ff Kings Dde. of the sort of thing one used to see in‘AmazingA pre-war,
W lksi g on %’ : nice shading work even if it was done with a Gestetner
Wallsond ta “yne plate (was it){{ No, Letratones.or the US equivalent)d

I know of now more rabbit starting thing than maths, wish I could do them, I
was surprised that you dddn't go into geometry and say that every naturally
cccurring ourve in living things is ar elcment of 2 logarithmic spiral, ((Wow
that reminés me of the oozalum burd which flies in ever dccreasing circlesse
and £inallYs.e.ser, well)). Re your notes on my article. It has been
observed that it would cost less to ship coals from Nisgara Falls to Fow
York and oconvert it into energy there, than it costs to send juice by wire.
(((Coal in Niagara Falls ?7? Seriously thoughe.s it depends on how far you
have to send the juice by cable. Like kst things, there is an optimun
transmission distance, after that it's cheaper to move the energy souroc))
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Funding end technical
problens have moved the
original launch date of NASA 'S
'Space Transportation System
(STS) from March to June; to
September and now finally %o
a date within sight of Christ-
mas or early 1980. The main
problems are occurring in the
Space Shuttle Main Tngines
(SSME's), With the exoepiion
of a rocket engine under
‘developenment as part of an
interim upper stage (to be

' _ _ : launched from the cérgo bay of
the Shuttle Orbiter) the SSME's are¢ the most efficient chemical roclket engines
ever devaloped., They will also be the first rocket engines to have a life
expectancy pf fifty missions before refurbishing has to take place.

" " Myo of the problems with the SSME's came to light last Decembers
Duping & static test firing, an engine's heat exchanger failed. This is of
some conoern to Rocketdyne (the engine contractor) and NASA, since the heat
exchanger represents a possible ‘'Single point failure! in the Shuttle system,
This conflicts with NASA's philosophy of redundancy to minimise risk. (The
general concept is that no single failuré will result in the loss of the
mission and no two failures will .result in the loss of -the crew). -

The purposg?of the heat exchanger is to convert liguid .oxygen to
ite gascous state to_pressurise*the“Shuttle's’extérnalfoXygon tank. The
precisc oause of the failure'id undetermined at the time of wri ting.
Rocketdynets vice-president and SSME program manager Dominick J. Sanchini,has
said that thoy have been unable to find anything wrong with the heat exchanger
from a design standpoint: The suspicion is that the problen ogcurred in the
fabrication process, or in retrofits donc in the area of the heat exchanger
and which may have damaged ite. In an attempt to reveal any furtiher problens
of the kind that causcd the above difficulties, Rocketdyne is expanding its
tests of heat cxchengers- ghor to the initial static firing tests of each
engine unit, ~ o . o

' The second major problem in December occurred whea &n SSHD
suffered destructive failure in a test at the lational Space Technology
Laboratories, Bay St. Louis, Mss. Early indications of the problen which
resultcd in the loss of the SSME, point to a failure in’the enginet!s nain
oxidiser valve, The design changes, necessary to prevent a recgurrcunce of the
problen are viewed as ‘minimol'e A more serious result of the M ilure will
be felt, not so much in terms of flight safety enginecring but in the time it
will take to redistribute the limited key engine components, along with the
nodification and retesting of the oxidiser valve. As of December 1978,
Shutilo engine tests have accumulated 34,810 seconds in 39k firings. ., .

===000===
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“Lewis Vickers rides againa..
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- Lewls Vickers
The shortage of food in the future is best discussed over a. plate
of suecculent steak with all the fixings, washed down with a bottle of plonk
and finished with coffee and Southern Comfort. Inner man satisfied, there
comes the breadth of vislon necessary to consider the matter of food or the
laclkk of it in the futures I have noticed that the prophets of doom iIn this
field are almost invariably trinm, there could be a moral here sonewhere,

Lut to get back to food. Recalling nmy childhood, which was e
very coxfortable one for the thirties, we had nothing like the food we have
today. Instead of lots of carbohydrates and low protelns, in thoge tines we
stuffed into sirloins, great steak and kidney puddings, bacon and other
meats, getting them down willy-nilly simply because, particularly in sumuer,
it wouldn't keepe M} people wouldn't entertain a fridge, and hohe freezers
were yet to comes Now I put up ready meals in precise quantitles that I
know I can eat and thus, allowing for inflation, our food bill is lower,.

This then, is the future, food I like. Consider what people lilke.
Give a Hindu a great plate of atank and if he is true to his religion, he )
won't touch it. In the FEast, milk is taken as & laxative, mainly because it
is sour almost before it is out of the cowe So the people there thrive on

an aluost neat free diet, Beast protein is expensive and wasteful, but since
there are huge areas of the world where it isn't eaten, then we oan have it

for ourselves and enjoy it without being consclence stricken, DTut what of
the Btarvug 7 PP .

Vell, without doubt there will have %o be a huge scaling down of
population particularly among the classes which now have large families., Sex,
it has beon=id, is the oplate of the poor, so to leave enough for everyone,
the poor will have to be (a)found something to replace indisorininate sex,
and {b) made less poore.

This is not difficult really, use mass labour to replacc machines.
Five thousand people wa-king on a dan mean five thousand wage packeis to take
home and spend. Money is only relative really, it needs no more in nafural
resources to use people, than it does machines, because if the people aras
going to eat anyway they may as well do something useful rather than sit
around waiting for handouts, .

Just lately, to violent protests from the distaff side of the
family I've been experinenting with meat substitutes. Providing there ib a
bit more flavouring than normal I can deteé¢t no difference to my Chili von
Carneess cxcept that when I use real mince, it is cheaper! But therse seens -
no valid reason why those who are poor can't have synthetic neat -..-~ made in
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bk it would be cheaper. Those better off would be able to to obtain real
neat, thereby laying thensclves wide open to an carly denise fron goronariesi
On thisg point I recall a visit to a brewery I made some ycars ago. «hile
still sober I tasted the product fron the yeast drying nmachine. It had a
land wafery taste and with a little butter and Jam I could hap~ily have
eaton it for tea, So there is yeast to work at, In fact, the only problen
stopping the hungry being fed tomorrow is money for rescarch, partly into

CR;E <0 ;;:;~ making yeast and soya prodgcts, bdbut mostly.into

ME GSE MORE persuading the poor to use nore contraceptivos.

CONTRACEPY'W'S? Hewl, howl, heowl, go the trendies and the
Communists. Why is it always tie pocr to be
rednced? 0f course, the average poor will
accept any governnent as lomg as the food is
there and thus the Comuies and fellow
travellers hope to rule the world. DBut,
cddly enough, we of the decadent =23t havo
the technology to provide this food. Vo
filled the Russian bread-basket, foolishly
forgetting to tie it up with seventcen ICHHa
destroyed for every ton of grain sont to
the comrades and their prisletarian parasitese

“So to summarise, this is what the future holds in oy opinion.

The better aid will eat better. This is part of the rewards of olaevernoss
and hard worlt, The poor cat adecgquately but not cxcitingly mnless they ara
able to do as I did during a brief period on the dole and produce a lot of
tasty and filling dishces for next to nothinge There are of course, laws to
regulate those matters. If you don't work through ppting not to, you don't
cgabt x#¥x

- “he food producers are regulated
by povernnent law aid interference with
&5stribution of “nhodls punishable by life
inpriscunent, 0431ly cnough, I'n’a great
beliover in éocial eating in canteens and
restaurants, though nind you, the best
neal is of course, toast by the fire on
a winter's day as you discuss food and
the futurce.

. -

Lewis Vickers. 1979

P

ss+* (Unless you're atriker. XD.)

(€ I lived in India for four yecars, and
never saw nilk drunk only as a laxative..
As for 5,000 workers...men and wotien
built our new acradrdoe in that way...
it tool:'ten times as long, and the food,
housing, toilet and transport logistics
wore foarsoile.,e..as was the problen of
digpersing then all afterwards.. P, Jw))
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John lorressy
Sidguick & Jackson Y50

The Onhlang are a three
stage life form on the
ice-word of iragcelon.
Then aliens bring the
'shaking disease' uhich

wipes out all save Hult
who has just moved Iirou

his bestial stage into
maturity. Legend has it
that somne Onhlans noved
to asother planet, so he
seta off to find thery and
a mate. This leads to an
alliance with star-trader
Dunan of the Sternverein
and then to an interstell.ar
flight during which he carus
the enmity of an ambitious younpgsters
Hult finds his brides..and a load of
trouble before moving inte Lis third
stage of nithbrog and achieving ennanced
mental powers.

The planetary conditions of
, SN T , - Hraggellon scem 2 bit suspect, but otherwise
Teeve s the yarr pulls you into Hult's saga with all
its rituals, and strange creatures as it
moves steadily - though never predictably, Lo the unexpected climax, It
lackis the pace and panache of an Award winner, put is still a darned good
yarn.
CATTLC. S

Cliflord . Simak

Asa Steele has a small farm on which is the hollow leoft
by the suspccted crash of an alien spacecralt, while in
idmudct: & Jacks o . . 4
§1d°410" I Jackson ). 1ocal hills its occupant roans., a being'capable of
24,95 . , X ) P ; s

pening roads in tine, Then there is Hiram,; a local
character vho can talk with abimals, and Rila, Asa's newly rcturned girl of

Cuenty yogra Sg0- Contact is established with Catface and roads opencd to

enable hunting safaris to operate in past ages. A new country, Jastodonia,
is ereated to pronote time travel and avoid the Inland Revenue Service. J st
as the noncy starts te roll in, conplications arise... trouble on a safarg,
relipglous pressure groups and Goverzaseral immigrations plans get in the ways
Gimalf has cramuod more literary 'hooks' into the cpening chapter than
an gler ‘nornally packs in his tacklc boxe As usual, he lcans heavily on
the idylic, pastoral lifc, painting the picture of a slow, sleecp conmnity
in which there are no baddies' other than the background threats of 1o, big
businegss, govor?ment anq suchlike, 17 you like Smak's peaccful prose, then
you will enjoy 'Catfacet. Incidentally, this appecarcd in the U3a undexr the
Ballantine imprint, as 'Mastodonia', just in casc you nay already have it in
your colleciion under that titlee Personally, the S&J one scoms mumeh nore
appropriates



MIRKILIE High spece opera, spaceships zoomin@gky g

Poul .\inderson in all directions and Nicholas g 5
Robert Hale 74425 van Rija pulling the strings Yy

' when the Beburites lay claim to * =
the supcr-heavy elements to be found in the post- e )
nova cére of a super-Jovian planet (According to latest  oiBXule

theory, anything this size would ¥e a sun.). Numerous other ‘éﬁ
companies, groups, planets etc want a piece of the action ﬁ%%; BN
and all seens set for a multi-cornered space war. van Rijn’ ”@ A
troubleshooter Falkayn moves in. As is usuzl with Polesotésggﬁgw |{§%ﬁ~a
League adventures, the names, places and people are so numero .ﬁ-ig?gé%aﬁgf

and involved, with long pauses while Anderson tells you what is g 7'
happening and why, that half way through you have to backtrack to clieck.ups
However, van Rijn lovers can rush to add this one to their collectlons,

FUTURCLOVE

=====E£g=§ A Science Fiction Triad, Three authors have each chosen to
Robert Hale ' ) o exp}ore an area of love, impossible
£k 425 8s of now, but which might arise in tinmes to come.

Anne McCaffrey's THE GREATEST LOVE concerns Cecily Kellogg wheo
offers to carry her sjister's baby to term once the husband has fertilised
the ovums Ixogenesis is only a step beyend test tube babies...but in this
casc cdomplications both legal and moral arise because the faher is Ceeily's
brothef, '~ P5SI CLONE by J. Hunter Holly tells of Minor, the world's only
psionic Counselor, beset by lonaliness and self doubt..and then faced with
his 186-year old clone brother., What should have been happiness becomes
horror when thé youth plans to take over the world, Finally, LOVY ROGO is
about how Jenice and Jonathon save their masrriage by adopting a B-mot pei
from Dotelgeuses Love floweos...then changes its directione All three are
good, with MeCaffrey and Holly neck and necke..but I felt PSI CIETE was just
a shade ahead, Happy thing...each one holds the interest throughout
==========s====== RP is a fleet of ships with the status of a nation and the
Ien Yallace self=~inposed task of ensuring world peace - now threatened
Dobson b4325 by the actions of Kali, a strange fipgure with supranérmal
powers who is working to destroy Zarth by use of REM, the

bt fop the latt P?ychiatriet, Lilith Vogel joins Policeman Dio Horse in a
: or.tne, latfer's wife, conjured away by Kali, Their hunt leads then
ints a ElmerhOPDlns nissiod as ogetherwgthyRP flcet commodore Mallory and
eventually with Dior's wife, they fight to prevent Kali achieving his

nonstrous ends, .

The action is complex and richly-detailed, with a strong
ronantic theme. It intertwines elements of time travel, rultiple personality
effetcs and_even demonology; all of which are deftly crafied into ono of the
nost coupelling novels it has been ny pleasure to read for quite a vhiles
Definitely ST, but with that soupcon of fantasy which lifts it beyond the
cggnon rut and nakes what I feel could well be an Award winner in short
0 Crae :

FORTLCOILTY'G TITLES,. STAR TREK PUZZLE MANUAL by Jaries Razzi, An abridged
edition of tihe large format edition. 128 ppe. Corgi 85p '

) ' UNDERKILL,. James Whito. An extra-~terrestrial rlot
aimed at ocuring Earth's terminal illness,. Corgl 95p

ultisate weapon,
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THE MBAIURSD CAVIRNS .
LR R Y] Sanctuary is onc of several secret underground

James ifngland rescarch establishments (it isn't quite clear who sot
Hale., &525.75 Ttherr up), and 14+ year old John € has been irmmired

there in his educational cell since the age of four.
The only contact he has witl any other being is with a nysterious 'Wather?
on his educational TV screcn. Jpohn is happy with his lot until he manages
to establisii contact with another solitary student. By a freak accident he
is releasced te the outsidc world which he fi.ds to be not quite the way ho
had been taugat. His problen is how to react to thesec wider horisons.

The tale woves smoothly and one hardly querdies the
basic situation or hew it arose in the interest in Johan's unfolding life.
However, therc e quite a few implausibilities and his ‘escape?! is rather
sinplifiecd,.as is his return. This yarn recally needs either a sequel, or a
further hundred pages covering John's return to Sanctuary, eyen so, L found
it very enjoyable reading and far superior tc most first novels.
THE_TOLKINE SCRAPBOOK

e SN T e —

- swaa . T 190 pages, coffee-table beok size and beautifully
e Aldda Deglier illustrated throughout..mainly in black and while,
Grosset & Dunlap ¥17.95 but with 8 SUPIERB colour plates by Tim Kir! wh2:zh
rival the works of Rackham or Dulac and completely capturec the lobbit spirit.

The text takes the forn of a collectien of scholarly articles and essays
assenbled fron a variety of soruces - ineluding such Fanzines as Triodée and
'I Palantirt. The First half of the book gives a Tolkien biography followed
by pieces cxanining his works, personality and aims. Then the Kirk portfolio
makes an excellent half way breathing space before plunging inte Yart II,

This sccticon is devoted to an examination of Tolkien fandon in an escenbly
of fanzine picces, poems, puzzles and recipes for Hobbit food. There is
Flvish writinz (do people really write, read and understand this secript ?)
Included ore lists of socicties, fonzines and books for further rcading.

Layout is clear, attractive and the material of such pleasing diverzity
that no matter where you open the velune, a treat lies in store. :ihile not
a Tolkien fan nysclf, the shecer conthusiasn pervading this book could well

malle @e into

one. flthout
- - doubt, a feast

" for Hobbit

"~ lovers S©
get your
order in

¢} ui Ck.ly °

g

&H - g
1 St ﬁ. '\'&‘,\
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THS DISASTLR ARTA In this nine-story collection, Ballard opens with a look.25
7.G.Ballard at a voluntecr/conscript (he is both, on consecutive
Panther Triad 95p pages) fighting an invasion of giant birds. UThen a
student finds he is living in a Mobius Megapolis. Ilexti,
the horrors of large~scale subliminal advertising and on to involuntary tinme
travel; psychiatrists denying the recality of a2 missing patient; regression
to infancy; a multiplying personality; a slecpedeprivation experiment and an
aspect of organ transplantation. While disliking Ballard's longer works
for his niethod of ignoring implausibility and ploughing on with the story; I
found the syghell acceptable in thesc shorter yarns giving them added pace,
sparkle and continuing inteorest,

T 1iAST IO
ZHE Lol SO DROKE FURPLE Cols Ym, Friedman came as near to being indispens-
Corgi J5p ' able as one is likely to gete.s.and found it @idntt
Ronald i/, Clarke. ' lead to wealth and power, This is the factual
o * biography of the American master cryptanalyst and
describes in fascinating, but not overly technical
detail of how he was first attracted to cc+s and el mmw
cyphers (a b@mrre story in itself)., From these he,lfum 5r::fééﬂgggyﬂ
h ot 4

. . o d o . .
moves on yo cracking the top secret gessages of — il
the Great Powers and eventually the Japanese top
level cgoher, 'PURPLE®, There is plenty of incidental

inforriation on various cypher machines..but gy, only the mere nention of
the Dritish Typex machine which I had the fortune to work on in 1943, One
doesn't really get to know IFricdman, but the glimpses behind the espionage
and intelligence scenes make this more gripping than any fictional work,

THE _STARL..SS _VORLD

s====m====S2==3=== Not an episode re-write, but an original STAR TRUK novel
Gordon Zklund ég which the Enterprise is hailed and boarded by 'Jesus
Bantam 75p rist’  then drawn within a Dyson sphere by the powers

of a Gode Once inside, Kirk and his men encdunter a race
of aliens, nysterious 'undead' Jtrangers and a band of Klingons, trapped
lile thenselvess The latter have no real part in the story other than %to add
a touch of menace., The story builds up snoothly with each puzzle piece
adding to the mystery, but somehow the ending lacks the power of the opening.
A pleasant read, but nothing to lock away in your nitrogenw-filled vault,

DAY OF IUE DOVE STAR TREK Fotonovel No, *3, in which the orew of the
Bantan 95p “nterprise answers a distress call only to find the

R colony which sent it has been wiped out. Klingons arrive
on a vengeance mission for a similar assault. Lach side blaues the other and

beaming back to the Enterprise Klingons and Kyrk's men find their phasers
changed into swords. Bloody battles ensue before an alien force entity is
found to be at the root of it all, One or two of the 'shots? are repgated,
and the overall editing is not as tight as in earlier Fotonovels,..but once
again, it allows you to put a favourite episode in your pocket,

MASTER OF LIFE AND DEATH

§=§==;#§§l b Roy Walton of Popeck (Population Contxrol) uses his
P° :ﬁt PLiVerberg authority to save a child from euthanasia,.then in fast
anther 75p order, his boss is assassinated, Walton becones Popeck

Director, a star ship returns with news of alien.life, Venus #erraforming is
introduced and Walton's brother sets out to blackmail hina Pyenty of.
coincidences and improbabilities, but the yarn moves along so smoothly that
they do not detract from one's interest in Waltonds circumstances.’ Very good
reading and with a better cover than that which adorned the hardcover,



26 L
ACR05S_4 BILLION YEARS

_____ 2 In some ways, this reads like one of Heinlein's
Robert Silverberg better juveniles. Tom Rice is on his first archacw
Methuen Hagnun 95p ~ological dig on Highby V when films showing the lost

race of . 'High Ones' are found. These lead on to a
bigger !'find'..and this in turn leads to another. Things pile up so quickly
and so easily, that there is considerableVto a space~opera by Campbell or
Doc. Smith as wonder is piled on wonder. |Read this one for fun and faybe a
bit of the old sense of wonder...and give|it to nephews, or other people

you want to interest in s-f. (resemblance)

s - T

;é£§;SQE§=§é¥§§¢ Silverberg in his more normal (and slightly morbid) vein
Robert Silverberg with a collection of eight yarns. He tells of & young
Pan, &0p girl yearning for immertality; the chaotic mind of a -

_ reader of SF; an equally chaotic piece on time travel,
and & third on the time/space wanderings of a story teller. In hapjier mood
is telepathic interstellar comnmunication; reincarnation problens in a Jewish
colonyase.and on to curing mental illness (or trying to) and a future oity/
stage facing death when its computer programme is filched. I'd rale this
5050 (Half new wave..half normal story) When Silverberg disciplines his
writing, the result is excellent...with this collection I veserve judgement.

Ti% VIS .FROI SERENDIP

Esmms@Ssssmsasss=sss==  Giving me a Clarke book is rather like putting food
Arthur C, Clarke before a hungry mane. I snap it up and can®t wait to
Pan 95p - finish the lote. This one proved an even hetter freat

with some 25 articles culled from a variety of
sources. funken treasure/space pioneering/2001/Mars/Satellites, Prophecy/Ley
and Dohestell, ete and etes, Mr Clarke may not write with the depth of his
rival Asimov, but he outshines the latter in rcadability and if you think the
therie of article anthologising has been done too often..this one goes a stage
further by interspersing..and linking, each item with fascinating biographical
details of the authoras.and his lifc 'in Sri Lanka, Jam-packed with ideas,
trends attitudes and possibilities,,., VERY highly recomnended '
ggé:é&Qﬁgégﬁg Basing his thesis on the idea that the speeduoffligh?-baiitei
Coronet 95¢ only applies in ‘normal’ space suggests that a rotating 3 ¢
Adrien Derpy Dole would be forced out to a flat, ovoid-section disc and
_ that 2 gpacecraft could enter this edge, avoid the singularity
and eméfge via a white hole, in another galaxy. The process sounds equiv-
ghing & gynchronous orbit around the moon, then easing gently
o t?g surfacels ang ig the case of a black hole
woult involve a veiocl ¥ of 116,000 np.secs apart
from tidal and radiation effects, I would imagine
the ‘real' g forces would suck in the craft, even
if the rotatidn cancelled most of the star!s own
mass c¢ffect, Nevertheless, Mr. Berry malkes a good
casc - including details of how we would fund such a
project and nake our own Black Holese In addition
%ou et appendices on Black Hele calculations, on

instein's theories, also a comprehensilve glossary,
reading notes, a bibliography and an indeXe

TEXCTLLENT reading, thought-%rQVOking, and mandatory for
writers of hard core sf, ery riuch worth while oven_lf
you disagree with many of the ideas expresseds




THI DIADLY YIEARS

Bantanm 95»

Firk and Co.
land on Ganwia Hydra IV
and f£ind their hodies are
suddenly starting to age
repidly. A race against
tine to find a cure is
nounted, and Kirk even
loses his corviand before the problem is solved. 300 or more 'Star Trek
stills tell tic story..and to those who know the quality, no nore needs to
be said.

*

22£;L§=¥§ Picture a future of rationing, overcrowding, pollution and mob
Jates Tmite ‘rolence, witlh energy supplied by 'powerwslkers' on treadnills.
Cormi 9%p The Malcolms work in a large hospital and unearth a strange plot

i Fac rounted by aliens, to kill of millions of people in orcer %o
cura Jarth's terminal discases -- overpopulation, depletion of natural
resources, food shortages and xenophobia. The author (keenly interested in
nedicine) compares the 'eure! to the removal of maligaant body~-cells. ‘he
medical detail abounds. This is not another !'Scctor General! medical problem
but a2 chilling look down the road we scen to have chosen,

S Mel¥ieodld pingt published in 1967, this is a powerful post-di=®:ster

T.M,Disch novel in which a small group of survivors, headed by the

Pantlhier 359 Anderson family struggle to eke out an existence. The
disaster mechanism takes the form of aliens fire-scourinz the

planet, tnen seeding it with giant Elants. Roaming incendiary machines, seeck
and wipe out surviving groups and three of these uproot the Anderson colony

jriving it to an underground existence. Not for the squeanish, dutfistill
conggiling reading for those who don't want everything
sugar-coated and tied vup with pink ribbon,

p i i J .
gﬁggﬂgzggggggzzgg Just in case there are any LRG
Isaac Asinov readers who have not read and
Panther 75p enjoyed the 'TFoundation' trilogy,

this is the third in, the geries
whorein the independen% hraders unite with the
Foundation against the telepathic Mule who a»peared
in Foundation and Empire, His actlons and nind
control powers as he sets out to pacify the Lapire,
threaten Seldon's great plan to shorten the
Interregnun. Well worth reading again..but i you
haven't recad it before, then it will be worih your
while to buy 'FOUNDATION' and 'FOUNDATIOH AlTD
EMPIRE' first, I gusrantee you'll not regret it.
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e === ======£ggééééé===£§§£§=~§é=;=3_%:52_;:::2253 The road to I'firvana
is full of Lumps and hollows, but with few pinnacles of delight - so it is
extrenely rare to encounter three such pinnacles at one time,.as happened

when Futura sent me their latest titles in the ‘Best Of' seriesSescscess

THE BT OF MURRAY LEINSTER has an introduction by J.J.Pierce,followed by 13
g e e s bopies (81l but 3 culled from Asf). There's a solution to how
\ should man react should he mecet aliens; the harsh recalitics of
inv.gpace travel; a computer which details the perfect murder and

5 an alchemist's brush with a time traveller; gorm warfare,
“an immortal man snd many other top level tales,

STHE BEST OF LESTER DEL REY has a Pohl introduction, 16
storicé and an author afterword. You mect the fenale

'Jﬁligot, 'Helen O'Loy'; a wanderin§ gnome in the 20th Centaj
fe after doath, A Martian explofation, and the lovely
tale in which robots create hunanity. There's a youngi ghost

fﬂf * and tHe sadness of the last Neanderthal, plus other doliphts,

THE Dit% OF L, SPRAGUE DE CAMP secs Poul Anderson introducing 18 tales and
a word by De Camp, What happens when humanity goes hairy; a fact article
on ‘Language For Time Travellers'; a reporter who can live underwater; an
irmaortal; a mermaid in a swirmring contest; fantasy and magic, all Lli#aded
witk Dc Camp's anique blend of humour and imagination.

Priced at 85p cach and boasting superb covers {(Look out for R2D2 lurking in
a coracr) they represent superlative value. Close your eyes and pick any
of thems.you'll be surc of a winner, but be even wiser and get all three
for a real reading trcat...or gift for anyonc you want to hook on 5.

T ‘5:_\* M |
BATTLfJTAB 2ALACTICA  peter 1000 years of warfare, Cylons and hunans neet
Larson & Thurston to sign a peace treaty but a treaclerous attack wipes
Putura  90p . out the human fleet apart from the giant Galactica
and the survivors linmp off in search of 2 haven in
which to rebuild their forces. Again. they are ambushed ani are forced to
fight for their lives before heading off into spaces..and a future return.
The space battles come straight out of 'air war' tales, The spacecraft
not only’ *bank! but are even referred to as aircraft, Othartime,*hough not

eat SF, it will acquaint you with background and charagters ready for
ggen it hits your screenae.and there is gﬁe bonus of an 8 page colgur0

section ,

THS LONG RESULT Roald Vincent is happily plodding along as Assistant
Johr Irunner Head of the Bureau of Cultural Relations when things
Fontana 85p start to go wronge A starship is sabotaged, then a ship

from Starhome dunps some alien visitors into his care

and an attempt is made to kill them, Next cones an attack on Vincent
hinself, AIl the events are lin ked with the xenophobic ‘'Stars Are For
Man League?!, with further complications in the shepe of a colony which has
now surpassed Larth and an alien race which is not quite what it seems,

‘A fast moving ymrn, always intriguing with never a dull noment. The
sutho? not only juggles several plot lines,iht brings then all together in
4 highly satisfying oconélusions



min TN TITTTOS
TEE GRAND MWHIELD

- = The Galaxy is officially ruled by the Legitimacy, but
barflngtgn J. Bayley the ganbling syndicate of the Grand Wheel has allost
Fontana 00p equal- though undercover nower. To aid then in their

battle against the alien Hadratics, the Legitinacy
coerces rentontatics expert, Cheyne Scarne to infiltrate the organisation and
secure ilig secret of the Luck machine. Scarne finds himself a player in a
fantaetic ganble when the Grand Wneel's leader puts life and empire into the
pot in a pame against the gambling syndicate of another galaxy..ihe play
involving a cosmic contest with variable rules. A fascinating yarn, quite
lightweight but 1lively and entertaining throughouta

STALKIIG Wik WILD PENDULUM

?;=ﬂ:f=§:=::============:= The title is obtained by extrapclating fron the

{tzh = Dentov nicrocosu to the nacrocosn since 1f we can never
P Eel [ » A - 0 - .

Fontana 71.25 know with accuracy both position and motion of a particle

(Heisenberg), then what happens when a pendulun reverses.
From here, the author links universal and biorhythms to mapnetic and static
Tields to develop @ new theory of neditation, psyche and consciousness.
1llustrated throughout by the author's own amateur but highly informative
Line shieteues, I particularly liked the sunnarics at each chapter end and
the opening section on scund waves and vibratior is one of the best popular
exmlanations of holograms I have ever encountered

THE SUVURE MAKERS Fight stories, the first or carly work of today's big

name aithors. Leinster tclls a hilarious tale of &
device which duplicates money..and people. Asinov has a
weapon too terrible to use,.but it is of ccarse. Then
Sturgeon has a bulldozer leaping time and space; Bradbury describes how music
frees Mars of a Jovian yokes. IHeinlein locke at the reactionary attitudes of
tomorrowts citizens and a rare Clarke tale is of a being composcd oi radiat-
ion. 3heckley has a lowely item on nind-controlling aliens and aldiss winds
up with a high specd bit of alien v hunan blood and thunders All good
reading witlh black and whitec characters in evidences BMuch of the fun lies in
secing how each writer has developed (er failed so to del

Ed. Peter Haining
Methvea Lagnum 90p

smesssssemmasms===s2= When Captain Hansard takes a
Thowas li, Disch vital message to Mars via matter
Panther 75p transnitter, it scems & routine

tack.,until he finds himself
also recrcated back on Larth as an ethereel ‘echo'.
He encounters two groups of 'ghosts' before he finds
that hie nessapge was an order precipitatizg nuclear
var, The problem is now can an inpalpable ghost 5
prevent the holeocauste. Apart from the writer's §
irritating habit of stepping aside from the action |
to nelke omniscient coomnent, I found this a pleasing’
and nicely paced novel :

MUPPFET fans may be intercsted to know that FONTANA,
have also dgsued THE COMIC MUPPET BOOK at 99p in
the Liocas series. Presenter is Grahan Thonpson
and the advance note saysa.'lLarge format colour ,
illustration througheout', Aimed at children,

but dontt let that stop youe..after all, you can-
recad it -before neking a present to soniconc.

s,
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EXTLuS OH A3TZRUS

Lolbos sa-n22=2=2 Three tales originally written under the 1John Deynon't
John Yyndham name and appearing respectiwely in 1933, '51 and '32.
Coronet 75p 'Exiles'! is about 2 revgllt by Martian prisouners vhich

leads to their ship landing on Asperus, encountering
castaways, and a race of winged aliens. ‘'No Place Like Earth?! has Bert,
a tinker on Mars after Farth's demise, joining Venusian colomists, but
opting out because of their crueltye. 'The Venus Adventure! sees explorers
encoufitering two tribes, offshoots of an earller expedition.
The stories are rather dated..Venus is a tropical planet, and characters
lean strongly to black and white, with strong overtones of colonialisn,
Nevertholess, if your taste is for high adventure and clashes with aliens,
then you can try your luck with this collection.

THE RO LIMIT. 4 factual look at current cosmology opening with a look at
Timothy TFerris the background to stellar astronomy, then on to insteint's
Corgi 31,25 prediction of an exoanding universe. The book's title

stems from the fact that the fariher a_star is:amg¥ £he
faster its speed of recession as evidenced by the Doppler 'red shi . At

the limits of observaticn speeds of 90% of light have been estimated, and
this marls the 'Red limit'. The writer examines this and other theories of
cosmolosy, in prose which if not as lucid as Asiwov's, is morc poeticy I
wasn't too happy about 'several telescopes of 200" or larger have been
built“..ofrhand, I think only one 236" exceeds the Palomar reflector.

Some nice anecdotes and a photo section round out an excellent volune,

AND TO FILL this page..comments on some titlés which I bought over the

counter,, Not necessarily current releases, sc I include dates,

DO SENE [T ; .

gg£;=g§$5£¥=g§£g£§§£ 260 pages (13em x 20cm) with a short photo section,

Isaac Asinmov Traces the history and techniques of astronomy from

Quartet 52,75 1978  the Greeks %o the present day ..with a glimpse into
v ' tomorrow. Coverage is understandable and compreihen-

sive with some fascinating details on reflectors, refractors, radio. teles-

copes, particle research, pulsars, quasars black holes and even & section

on how space travel has contributed to astronomy. Highyy recomuended to

anyone interested in astrononmy,

THZ STARS IN THEIR COURSES v, collections of articles from F&SF. This
Isaac Asinev one knocks the stuffing out of Velikovsky and
60m - ~ astrology (Hooray), then moves on to lNewton's
Panther 60p-1975 _vlaws, how the mass of the Earth was estimated,
the elements, scientists, Nobel Prize work and & few others. '

T E T e e Parity, pblari.sation, ?planetaxy life and
Asinov, . population are followed by priye. mimber
Panther 75p 2976 theory, Shakespeare,‘SQ?QFﬁggﬁﬁgfgg%
al" i'
]

life, crystallography .and a look at how Archimedbs 7,13 5303 4%%13;&
came to Shout _Etgireﬁa. _ e . *',{g,_;’gaz:,_{%\: 2 *ﬁ"‘&‘i‘%
' SRR T

TR ]
i U e
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Both collections are highly entértainin.;;€§~'
and not the least as a result of Asimov'si3

habit of comnmencing each essay with — SIQ

an autobiographical anc¢cdotEPn.— B /// . . . \
— P J’w'-.;: " T i e ST

AND FOR COMPLETISTS..Edward Arnold have broupht Celmei-GivWeDeiiba U o -

of Rerodial Roading Bookses.'VARDO!,.a bionic man. 4 titles so far,
written by D(.-id Woed and Phyllis Edwards.



